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iT. Obligation to your Good Fa- 
mily are ſo very great, that 1 


could not deny your requeſt for @ 
. Copy of this Sermen, peace pageh Fo- 


" neral of your Dear Brother, and my 
Good F raend.. It muſt be the rains | 


hath to'bim that-bath moved you to defign - 
the Printing of it. And Jakch I an. 


very ſenſible how unfit it is to be this ex= ©; 
poſe ed, yet Ut is ſome jarujaiigs to me, 


that by conſenting "a we” bow . id 
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bard it 1s for me, to IT ou any thin 
that may / ro Tae, <3 ag 
poo I do often an 9 Wit _ 
deal of pleaſure, on that mane rk, 

tue, and moſs tender Love to one anther, 
which" arc {0 renarkeble in every ane of 
you: Anit that you pr mn f ftedjafÞ. and 
unmoveable, always a < nding. in; theſe 
things , and long en op the mirregh 
frus 5 of f them, is 3; OY PE 0 
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Rev. XIV. 13. 


_ are the dead which die in the 
ord, from henceforth : Tea, ſaith 
the Spirit, that they may reſt from 
their labours, and their works do fol 
low them. 


\ defirez but the greateſt part of "then 
either cannot or rather will not under- 
ſtand, when, and how, and where alone it can be 
found, Moſt. men ſeek no farther |for it than 
their Senſes will dire and guide them; and 
think for certain it reſides amongſt the things that 
are ſeen, and are, but temporal. One eagerly purſu- 
eth the deceitfull and uncertain riches of this World; 
wearieth his body , breaketh his reſt, defaleth his 
conſcience, and, whilſt he lictle thinks of it, ſelleth 
his ſoul too ; . that he may fill his. baggs//and 
barns, and increaſe his treaſures and revenues : 
and all this while flatters himſelf, that if the can 
but accompliſh his deſigns, he ſhall then; be a 
happy man, and may ſay to bis ſoul, as the rich 
man in the Goſpel did 'to his, Soul take thine eaſe, 
B eat, 
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puny drink and be merry ; for thou haſt goods laid up 
for many years. But, alas!..in a very little while, 
and for the moſt part before he can attain to 
thas gichenah's wealcds and increale,, he receives. 
his dreadfull- rebuke and ſucamons, Thou fool , 
ſaith God to him,” this day ar this ae, thy. ſoul: 
ſhall batt b» required of thee ; en _,”* poor 
wiecch, all bis: lopes and expectations periſh 
and the intolerable miſery he is conderaned. to 
fadly difcovers his miſtake of happineſs. Ano- 
ther 'confidencly perhwades himlelt, char there is 
go-happmeſs like greamncls and honour z chat, if 
he conldbur: artain/ro ſuch. a heighu' of dremiry 
and: preferment, then without 57 peradventure 
he fhould: be':a' happy man.. But ofrencimies 
whilſt: hevis ſtudying-and: comriving co advance: 
himſelf; before he- cam reach his affected honours; 
Detach cores and ſpoils all his plocs »- Or i&:he d6- 

perſs&t his deligns., he mjoys. his honour bue 2 
-Nn liecle while, -and' ther 1s thrown down from 

the height of all his glory, his body inco the grave; 
and wr as/low: as: hell. A third derides: and. 
laughs at:the folly of others, and very confident-. 
ly prefumes-thar he hath found the trueft happt 
FH 2 every cartial-delights. and pleaſures, the fa- 


ning: ' fampraosfl every day, and ſpending his days 
and 


nights #4 m7 and drunkenneſs, in chambring 
and. 
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and wantonneſs, in contriving and acting new 
ſcenes of luſt and intemperance. But, alas ! this 
man's fondly conceited happineſs, promotes and 
haſtens his real miſery , diſtempers his body , 

conſumes his ftreagrh, mid ſhortens his life, which 
is no ſooner ended, but inſtead of thoſe {oft 
delights, thoſe pleaſures of {in he enjoyed for a 
ſcaſon, he is forced to lie dowa in unquenchable 
flames, to weep and wail for ever ## thet' flact 
of torment prepared for the Devil and his Angels, 

Indeed we are all too: apt to take «up our reſt 
here, and to look for tov much happinels inthis 2 
world, where we are burn torrouble 6 th pork ys 3, | 
fly upwards. But if we hearken to the Divine | 
Authour of my Text, he will chere dilcover-our 
miſtake in this matter > ihe will ell us, as he 
was. taught. it amamcdiately by a, voice! from 
heaven; the ſeaſon, and nature; and: ſubjects of 
true felicky. 1 heard a woice from heaven, Jaying 
unto me, Write, Bleſſed are. the dead which. dis in 
the Lord, from henceforth '1 Yea; faith the-Spurit., 
that they may reft from. their labours ; 1d: their 
works do them. 

In thele words we have, ' Firſt , .A deferign 
On of thoſe char arc- blefſed and happy: men; 
Bleſſed are the dead 'whiob die in. the Lord. Second» 
ly., The certaingy::of their bleflednels: _— 
B 2 reft1 


A Funeral Sermon. 


ceſtimony of the Spirit. lea , ſaith the Spirit. 
Thirdly, The nature of their blefſedneſs ; It is a 
Reſt ; That they may reſt from their labours : and: 
a Reward, Their works do follow them. I purpole 
to ſpeak ſomething to the ſeveral parts of my 
Text, and conclude with ſome ſealgnable Appli- 
cation of it. 

-Firft,- Here is the Deſcription of thoſe that are 
bleſſed and happy men ; The dead which die in the 
Lord, 

- Firſt, The Dead, and: not the Living. It is a 
true” account which Job giveth us of the Life 
of man, 6.11.4. V. 1. Man. that is born of a womanz 
5s of few days', and full of trouble. Solomon lup- 
poleth a far happier tate of life than was ever 
yet found- in this World , and pronounceth of 
this likewiſe, :that it/is/but vanity. Eccl. 11. 28: 
If a man hive many years , and-rejoyce mm them: all; 
yet let him: remember the days of darkneſs, for they 
ſhall be many. All that cometh # vanity.' And ccer- 
tainly- we may rely upon the: judgment. of. Solo, 
»o# in:this- matter; 'who,-if. there had been any 
happineſs in this world, would: undoubtedly: have 
met with it. He hadexperienced moſt, and he 
had: ſearched into all the: :admired enjoyments 
ofthis world.; andthe. concluſion .he :made af. 
xe all-his diligent and cxa&inquirics, he tellerh 


us 
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us himſelf, Eccl. 1. 14. I have ſeen all the works 
that are done under the Sun, and behold, all is va- 
nity and vexation of ſpirit. "There are but two- 
forts of men , the Wicked and the Righteous, 
and neither of theſe can be happy here. The | 
Wicked are like a troubled Sea that cannot reſt. "They 1& 51. 3 
have always ſomething to ruffle and diſturb their: ; 
minds ; ſome unruly luſts, difordering paſſions , 
unſatisfied deſires, diſappointed expectations, 
or the ſevere rebukes of a condemning conlci- 
ence : Beſides thoſe pains and diſeaſes, . thoſe 
croſſes and miſchiefs , and other outward: evils, 
which are the natural or moral effedts of: Sin, 
+ the common fruit or puniſhment of it. So that 
were it poflible to make their hearts as viſible 
as their vices, we ſhould ſoon ſee what little rea- 
for there is to call the proud happy, or to disbelieve 
the teſtimony. of the Prophet , That there- is no 
peace to the wicked. As for Good-and Righteous 
men, it cannor be imagined that they ſhould be 
acquainted with reſt and happineſs where they are 
ſtrangers and-pilgrims, at ſo great'a diſtance from 
their Father's houſe, and the inheritance. prepared 
and reſerved for them. They. are not of the world, 
and therefore the world hateth. them, and is-ready to 
ſay, and do all manner. of evil-againſt them; They 
arc not perfectly. free from Sing which is/ic ſelf a 
. heavy 
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heavy burthen co.them , and moveth their Hea- 
venly Father to corre them. They carry a bo- 
dy of fleſh about them., which lufteth and war- 
reth againſt the Spirit. They have an Adverſary 
the Devil that continually aſſaults them. And 
amidſt all theſe diſturbances, who can be hap- 
py ? Moſt certain then is it, that here 45 not 
aur reſt; that amonglt the Living, Bleſſednels 
cannot be found:; but as we are taught in the 
Fexc, it is the Portion of the Dead, Bleſſed are 
the Dead. And were this true of all that are ſo, 
it -were a comfortable dodrine indeed, and 
Death would deſerve ſome mild and gendle 
name, inſtead of that frightfull chara&ter, The 
King of Terrors. But it 8s not every one that 
dies, but only thoſe that &e in the Lord, that arc 
made Partakers of this happinels. Which brings 
me to the other part of thew character, Who are - 
Bleſſed and Happy men. 

Secondly, "They are thoſe Which die in the 
Lord.. Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Loyd, 
In ſpeaking 'to this I ſhall ſhew, Firſt, Who they 
are that' die im the Lord; and, Secondly, That 
theſe only are Bleſſed. 

- Firſt; Who they are which die in the Lord. 
Some, inſtead of *: the Lord, read for the Lord, 
taking the Blefledaels of the Zext to be pronoun: 

C& ced 
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ced of thoſe that, in the times of perſecution ,. 
laſt their Lives for the fake of their Lord and 
Maſter Je/us Chriſt. But I rather think the words 
are to be taken in a larger ſenſe, as fngnifying 
thofe which Sr. Paxl calleth;, The dead 1 in Chrift , 
t Thef}. 4- 16. all thoſe char die in the Fear 'of 
God and in the Fawmh of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 
Thoſe that are faithfull unto death, and keep" the 
morks of God unto the end, or as they are deſcribed 
in the Verfe before the Text, They that keep" tes 
commandments of God, and the faith of Jeſus. They 
that do this; and, notwithſtanding all che 'op- 
poſition chey meet with, perſevere in doing thus. 
unto the.end; Theſe, and which is the next 
thing F am to Ghew, ; 
Secondly, Theſe only: being Dead are Bleſſed. 
The wicked is driven away in- his wickedneſs , faith' 
Solomon, but the righteous hath hope in bis death. 
Prov. 14. 32. When a wicked man dieth, his ex- 
pefbation fhall periſh, and the hope of unjuſt men 
periſheth. Whilſt they live they may, and 
do, flatter themſelves with hopes of Happineſs 
hereafter ; but Death: makes a lamentable' diſco- 
very of the vanity and deceit of all fuch 
ſumptuous expectations. The Son of Gdd hep: 
{of hath'told us, that, Jf we will enter into life, 


2e __ keep the conimandnonts, Marr. 19. 17. that 
the 
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the Bleſſed are thoſe that do his commandments, that 
they may have right to the tree of life, and may en- 
ter in through the gates into the city, Rev. 22. 14. 
The promiles of eternal life, glory, honour and im- 
mortality belong only to them who by patient conti- 
nuance in well domg are made meet to be partakers 
of them. But to thoſe that obey not the truth, but 
obey unrighteouſneſs, God will render, ſaith S.Paul, 
indignation and wrath , tribulation and anguiſh upon 
every ſoul of man that doth evil, Rom. 2. 7, 8, g. 
Indeed, if we do but ſeriouſly conſider the re- 
fined and ſpiritual nature of true Happineſs, we 
ſhould certainly think ic a moſt abſurd thing to 
imagin , that thoſe who die in their wickedneſs 
| ſhould be made Partakers of it, Can you think 
that God will doe himſelf that which he hath 
forbidden us ? that he will caſt pearls before ſwine, 
or that he will throw his childrens meat unto dogs? 
thar he will proſticute the divine and ſpiritual 
Bleflings of the world to come, to thoſe thar 
have drowned their ſouls in the bruitiſh pleaſures 
of fleſh and ſenſe? Burt if we could ſuppoſe 
that God , who is of purer eyes than to behold evil, 
that cannot look upon iniquity, ſhould be willing to 


receive *the obſtinatre workers of it to dwell for. 


ever in his preſence ; yet even there they would 
aot be happy. For there are many Sins which in 
their 
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their own nature include trouble, as envy, wrath, 
malice, covetouſnels, excels, with many others. 
But they are all contrary to the pure and holy 
nature of God, to his Image, which is the Glo- 
ry and Happineſs of the Saints in Heaven , and 
whereloever they are, they are always attended 
with a darkneſs of the Underſtanding, a. per- 
verſeneſs of the Will,. a diſorder and deprava- 
tion of the Soul. And is it poſſible a man 
ſhould be happy, and at the ſame time incum- 
bred with theſe, the worlt of evils, ſuch as cor- 
rupt and diſtemper the Soul , the better part of 
Man, and are moſt oppolite to the greateſt 
good, to God the only enjoyment that can 
make us happy? It then as the Tree falls, ſo 
it lies: If we muſt go into the other World in 
the ſame tate we leave this, and thoſe that die 
unjuſt and filthy, ruſt be unjuſt and filthy. ſtill ; 
ic ms db that they Cd k be Wa _ 
inſtead of -being - faithfull and' obedient, continue 
wicked unto death, unleſs we can reconcile tor- 
ment-and bliſs, ſin and holineſs, the image of 
the Devil and the image of God. But. on the 
other ſide, Lift up your beads, O ye-Righteous, 
and be not diſmay'd at the thoughts of Death: 
For as that approacheth, ſo your redemption draw- 

C eth 
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eth nigh, In your Father's houſe there are many. 
manſions, and the Bleſſed Jeſus is gone before to 
prepare a place for Jon,” and yet a little while, and 
he , will come again, and receive you unto himſelf, 
that where he is, there ye- may be alſo. In the mean. 
time he hath not left you comfartleſs, for he hath 
given the Holy Spirit to revive the humble and con- 

trite ſoul, to give invincible teſtimony to - the 
truch of all his promiles, particularly to that of- 
Bleſſedneſs ro them that die in the Lord : Which: 
brings me to the next thing obſerved in the 
Text, which: is, 

Secondly, The certainty of their Bleſſedne/#” 
who die in the Lord from the teſtimony of che 
Spirit z Tea, ſaith the Spirit. Wicked men __ 
think it in vav to ſerve God, and count: the: kfe of 
the righteous madneſs, but it were happy "2 
them, if chey might die the death of. the righteous, 
ani have their latter end like theirs. For when 2 
Good man dies, then all his labour and ſorrow is- 
atan end ; and he enters upon a Race of 
neſs that hath no period. And his hopes of hob 
things are - not like the flattering fancies of un-. 
y men, "which have no foundation but theat: 
own folly :. Bur they arc founded upon a rock, 
upon the ſteady and immutable Word of _ 
which, 


- 
© I "I 


which, though heaven and” earth ſhall paſs away, 
can never be moved, ſhall nyver fail. Bleſſed are 
| the Dead that die in the Lord: Nea , ſaith the Spt- 
rit, the Spirit of God Almighty, who therefore 
| can; the Spirit of truth, who therefore cannot 
bur do what he hath promiſed. And their Blel- 
ledneſs is as great as it is certain, for they ſhall 
[ reſt from all their labours, and their works ſhall fol- 
| Jow them in a glorious reward. Which is the 
next thing obſerved in the Text ; Viz, > © 
Thirdty, The nature of cheir happineſs who 
die in the Lord; it is a Reft, That they may 
from their labours ; and a Reward, Their works do 
tow them. 
Firſt, I is a Reſt, a Reſt from all their labonrs ; 
that is, from every thing thar brings with it ci- 
1 ther pain, or trouble, or ſorrow. *- 
1 Firſt, They Reft from all the neceflary labours 
, of this life. The good things of this world are 
x and preſerved with care and induſtry, 
and men eat bread in the ſweat of their brows. 
God hath therefore allotted us fix days in feven 
for our labours of this kind. Bur thoſe. rhat die 
m the Lord do immediately enter upon a'perpe- 
cual Sabbath. The labours of Seed-time and Hlar- 
veſt, of Trade and Study ceaſe for ever : and 
C 2 they | 
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they have a conſtant ſupply of all good, with 
our any: uneaſy thought, or care, or pains taken 
for it. 

Secondly, They Reſt from all their labours un- 
der the rage and malice, the injuſtice and perſe. 
cution of their enemies. They that will live god- 
ly in Chriſt. Jeſus muſt look to ſuffer, under the 
hands or tongues of an. ungodly World. And 
indeed oftentimes, ſuch are the hard ſpeeches and 
the cruel uſage they meet with from. it, tha if 
they had hope only in this life, they would of all 
wen be the moſt miſerahle : But when once Death 
hath removed them. hence, they are preſently 
advanced above the reach of all their enemies, 
covered with the wings of the Almighty, ' and 
xeceived- into ' the everlaſting protection of the 
Lord God of boſts, 

Thirdly, They reſt from all. their labours. un- 
«der the correQting hand .of their Father which -is 
"in: heaven.  Whillt they. are in the body, they are 
too prone to fall into fin, and to fulfill the defires 
of. the fleſh. And therefore God, in love and 
mercy, doth take the rod into his hand, chaſten 
and corre&t them here, that they might not. be 
condemned with the world or delivered into the bitter 
pains. of. eternal death, But no ſooner hath Death 
258 pulled 
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pulled down theſe earthly tabernacles, but thence- 
torch, they neither feel nor need any more . cox- 
rection : Then they. are perfely reſcued from 
all pains and dilcaſes, from all croſſes and afflicti- 
ons whatſoever. "There. is no need of patience 
which-was ſo neceſſary in our ſtate of trial here. 
For. there is nothing troubleſome or uneaſy. in 
that Reſt which remains for the people of God. 
Fourthly, They Reſt from all their: labours and 
trouble, under the difficulty of 'their dury, and 
the aſlaulrs of their ſpiritual enemies. Whilſt 
they are here, they are always in.;a/,Military 
' Rate, ; continually combating with.the; Devil; he 
World and the Fleſh. The Devil ſeeks, . wich - 
unwearied diligence, to turn thera. out; of the 
ways of God, or to 'render their progrels there- 
in Painful and unpleaſant. The Fldh is. ready 
upon all. occaſions to mutiny. and, rebell,;;inſo- 
much that they are forced to keep a. diligent 
watch over it, or it would. ſoon betray_them to 
che rage and malice. of. their enemy , without. 
They meer with many. and violent. temptations 
from a corrupt and naughty world, and. much. op- 
poſition in ;ranning the race that. is ſet, before. them, 
and are conſtrained to, uſe a great, deal,of.care 
and ſtudy, labour and induſtry, . to, bring into 
captivity 
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_ will thetr be obliged ro noching but oy is high. 
iy acceptable ro the whole man, nothing bue 
what' is | tecry ro compheat their happinebs. . 
"This, Bleſſed are the deat! which die in the Lord : 


their thoughts, words, and and * wha wnto 
the obedjtnce of Chriſt. This is the condition of 
Alt the- faichfull diſciples of 'Chriſt, * ſo-long as 
they- abide here. But no ſooner are their Spirits 


Yeturied to God that gave them, but all their firi 
ing and fighting is at an end. | Their warfare is 
pram” art ; and*chey are mere then conquerors. 
| there will be no Devil to -rempr 
them," trolaw hn their members warring againſt the 


F774 of their mints, | Mortification, contrition, ſelf 
-detifal, raking up the crols, ad all the uneaſy 


part of their duty here, will have no place. They 


-\ahd abundantly tore too, They not on: 


ty Reſt fron their labours, bot their works do fol. 


*Wich them ' and plead cher cicke chrough the tie 


"Gow them; *which' is the Second part of the de- 


Fcripeion of their happineſs. 

Secondly, 'Therr [tare do” follow them ; that 5s, 
"they ſhall not be forgorren when they are dead, 
'Þur &tthally crownied with a glorious reward. 
"When all nie: -exrthly enjoymentFforſake them, 
"then cheir' works of-+rjighceotfnels will remain 


rits 
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rits of Chriſt, to that kingdom prepared for thew- ; 
from the foundation of: the world. Be ye ſtedfaſt 1Cor.15.5 
and unmoveable, faith St. Paul to the Corinthians, | 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, foraſmueh- 
4s ye know that your labour is not im-vain in the Lord, 
In vain? No, it ſhall be abundantly recompen- 
ced with a. great and ineſtimable reward, Ages 
ward that becomes the.Savereign Lord of heaven: 
and earth to beſtow, ahd was purchaled for us 
with the precious blood; of his only- begotten - 
Son : A reward that will make us like-the BoſF- 
of beings, and put us in poſleiſion. of-the Su- 
preme good ; A reward that contains it#,"Tirea-- 
ſures thac are incſlimable and incorruptible,; 6 
Crown that never fades, an eternal weight -of Glo- 
ry ; Joys that are wyſpeakable, and Plegfures at Ged:s 
right hand for ever-more: A reward of infayil 
greater value, than all that wealch- and treaſures, 
crowns and kingdoms, victories and triumphs, 
and a thouſand more fuch words »can - Ggnily. 
In ſhort, It is a reward above all pur.exprefi- 
Ns, above all our hopes, and above all our:imaa- 1 
ginations. 0 the height and depth of she Jove-of * © 
God! Haw unſearchable axc his raexcins, andighe”— 
\ extent of bis goodneſs puſtyfoding 92 Shall ach 
- contemnpuble worees: be this: advanced ag" * 
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Shall ſuch provoking finfull creatures, - be made 
': partakers'of the joy-and glory, the nature and 
happineſs-of their great-Creator? Lord ! what 'is 
onan' that\ thou art thus mindfull of him * that thou 
ſhould'ft*thus-reward . our weak and imperfeRt 
ſervices? | The beſt of us, when we have done 
our- beſt, are "but: unprofitable ſervants. Not un- 
to us therefore, not unto 445, but-unto God, our 
good and gracious God, be all the praiſe and 
plory of that reward, the Bleſſedneſs of them-that 
wie im the” Lord.” © | 


I-proceed m_ to make fad ſeaſonable ap. 
plication'of the ſeveral-parts of my Text, which 
1-have-ſpoken'to. Since there is no happineſs 


:amonpfſtithe- Living, but- only, The Dead are 


Firſt, - Let-us refle& a litthe upon our ſelves, 
and confider whether we live as becomes thoſe, 
-thar+do im carneſt believe theſe things. Is there 
Sortiething here below that hath the ſtrongeſt of 
-your"afte&tions, and the moſt vigorous of all 
*your”-endeavours? Is your care greater, and 
Jo coficertmore-lively-for-the things of this 

fe, * rhah for-the' BleſſedneſF of thoſe that are Dead 
#5 Chit ?-» Are Riches, -0r" Honour, or Pleaſure 
ETC | the 
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the moſt frequent and delightfull matter-of your 
defires and thoughts ? If thee things are ſo, yout- 
have certainly made a weak, a miſerable choice. 
You have taken up your reſt here, and eſpouſed 
that for your beſt beloved, and moſt deſired 
happineſs, which hath nothing to do, which hath 
no being in the ſtate of crue Felicity. 1t there 
be any here that find themſelves guilty: of this 
extreme and dangerous folly, let me exhorc 
"""Sccondly, To' make a better and a wiler 
choice. - Seeing there is no happinels but amongſt 
the Dead, ſee that ye live like men that are thus 
perſwaded. Tear the world our of your hearts; 
and moderate your {abovir for the meat that feriſh: 
eth, Let your hearts be more in heaven, and 
your defires and endeavours mot earneſt forithe 
Bleſſednefs of ſuch as die in the Lord. If this be 
not our Reſt, let us labour for that Reſt which es 
mains, Let us live as becomes thoſe that profeſs 
themſelves, but ſtrangers and pilgrims' uþon earth, 
to be ſeeking after, and travelling towards :ans- 
ther, a better, an heavenly Country. Alas: What 
is there in this world, that is worthy to be compared; 
with that glory which ſhall be revealed and enjoyed 
in the other? Do but look: before- you), and 
D there 
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there ye.may {ce what, a'few- years hence, wil 
be the condition of us all, : And whei that day 
is-come, how little: will all the pleaſures, riches, 
and preferments :of . the world: profit - us ? | In 
what then doth the Greateſt Monaxch excell the 
Pooreſt Beggar, bur in. a little Funeral Pomp, 
he is nothing ſenſible of, a greater croud of Wie- 
neſles, and a:more laſting Monument of his re: 
turn-ro Duſt? Why then ſhould 'we doar upon, 
_ and place our. happineſs in, fuch mean and 'pe- 
: —_ enjoyments? Let ius live above the world 
we are-in-it,' and:coantemn: the. foomny 
of. the Children of ix; who: 
a portion. this bfe only. yr vn re, 
for. Heaven and Eternity, for-that 

ay" Po= 


and that ineftimable. @; Reward w 
that ſo when the time vn AGlurion © come; 
it may: be ſaid of us; They are Dead, SR 
are Bleſſed. 

Thirdly, Secing thoſe only that die in the 
Lard we bed let none. of us flatter our ſelves 
with hopes of happineſs, 'till we are prepared to. , 
die thus. There are few Perſons we meet and 
diſcourſe with, but: will profeſs fome hopes 'of 
being happy heveaker'; Key would: to God we 
_—_ ground for the moſt comfontable-/and * 
Cc0 


7 
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C 
} 
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| you, that live after:the flefl, 
ed Clan het of i, that” allow your (elves 


— _ p 
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urn I of this kind,» Burt if there 


in the pratice of any known deliberare-fin;''Ve 
are nor prepared to die the death of the ralanideas 


to have your latter end like theirs. : I 'ſay'no-more 
than what St. Paul tells Node hed oinchalerch 
Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. The works of the fleſh are ma: 
nifeſt, which are theſe, Adultery, 


- nncleatts 
craft, hatred, vart 


ance,enenletions; wrath, ſtrife, 
Yyogs, murders, drunkenneſs, rr ; 
__ T-tell you before; 'as'{ have alſo'told you i 
wes paſt, LOYAL 
rs the kno of 'God. 
 Fourthly, The conſideration of the Blſſduſ 
of thoſe that die i»-the :Lord, their Reft and» their 
Remard,' fhould moderate our prich, for the'\Jols 
of thoſe Friends, of whom we have good reaſor 


ro: believe that they thus die. - Such cds our 
Deceaſed Brorher. He was one that diſcovered 
an carly diſpoſicion to piety and religion,"'and 
remembred his Creator in the days of his mack He 
very much delighted in reading of the Belt-Books, 
in a modeſt diſcourſing and recommending'of 
them, whereby he greatly improved himſelf and 
1] D 2 
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incour; others. He- abhorred the common 
Vices of. the Prophane Sparks of this age, and 
could nocbe perſwaded,' that the chick accom- 
pliſhments:of Men were to be: learnt from Beaſts 
or Devils. He was not in another extreme, mo- 
roſe-or ſow'r,, but exceeding wm = courts- 
ous, winning and obliging, cheartull: and plea- 
ſan in. his + Are bam, ng in:obedience _ 
for the. credit of his Religion, a. good man ſhould 
be, Lbelieve he hardly ever provoked any+man, 
or under-went: the cenſure of having done an-evil 
or diſobliging thing. He was bcloved:and- well 
ſpoken of by all thar: knew him ; He was a fin- 
cere and hearty Friend, a zcalous promoter of. 
peace and unity amongſt all his acquaintance, 
an'ingenious Advocate for any that-were.cenſu- 
red -or/accuſed, of ſuch a meek and quiet ſpirit as 
is of-great price, in the fight both of God 'and of 
Man.: In a word, Whatſoever things are. honeſt, 


J | Whatſcever things are lovely, whatſoever things are of 


report,” his life was richly. furniſhed» and 'a- 


dorned-with. Ir pleaſed God, towards the lat; 
tex end: of- his life, to afflict him with very gris- 
vous pains ; which gave him. an opportunity. of 
mmaniſeſting, a moſt exemplary patience and ſub- 
miſlion.to the will. of. God, and his improvemenc 
x In 
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in>the. virtues of an afflited Rate. alſo. I have 
not ſaid theſe things to inform you, -who were 
moſt of you. acquainted with-them before, from 
your own experience and obſeryation-; . but. xq- 
cher to bring them to our remembrance, for. the 
provoking our imitation, abating our ſorzow, 
and; incouraging - our. hopes of his happy. ſtate, 
The, manner of his death-was very; ming 

ſuch a life; ſo quiet and compoſed, fo caſy.,and 
comfortable; that I believe all of us,: who were 
preſent at it, could: not but wiſh, that, we. might 
{a:dic as he died, and-that qur. latter,.end-maight 
be-like bis, He is Dead, and. we may-confident- 
ly thope he-is Bleſſed too : that, to;.uſeihiszown 
words, when he ſaw the time of his departure ws 
at hand, \ his ſoul hath. taken wings, is fled;amgy, 
and ts: at reſt, z, \ :02 2 31 bs 

.: ' Laſtly, - Let the: conſideration of the, Blefigd- 
neſs of thoſe which: die in the Lord, incourage,anfl 
effeftually perfwade us all ro keep the Commang- 
ments of, God,; and the Faith .ob Jeſus $-. to make -_ 
it:the great coneern.and buſineſs of our, live Pp. 

-behave our ſelves; {o,. that at gh 9 oe | 


Bleſſed with: all thoſe that; 1e-.m .the Lord. .,; Jiet 
the: time. paſt of, ox lives ſuffice ta; bave done; gþe will 
.tox the. timg;to = 


come, 


of \the Fleſh.; -and:ler. as; rel 


20d, co-leny i are. luſts,- and to 
| RO \Pighreoſſy uns preſens iunorld, 
——— .and- la- 
{wan ver Aacy Fn Reward and Ref which 
God hack egpangd Gor hren chate IE. 

him ?-- Do che Commandments of Gott ſee. - 

ot /to you ? - Bur can you chink chem"(s, 
Yr hin have reſpett unto ther of tht 
wad? Will not Heaven make a -&- 
. ends for-all > Will. nor: the Bl: of the 
- Dif abtindantly our-wei all che ies -of 
2 *aholy Life? - Are you abraid the World thoull 
6 Weride and perſecure you, if you ſhould beictuc 
S..  R62G6d-\and'- your Conſcience, ''and - lead a 
&. | Vicuous and 2 Chriſtian life? ue by ſhould 
1 and-ic-is nor far off, a ne 
3 ou pert tall chen;: you: ſhall be. exalted a- 
” Sue che malice of .ampodly: men, — 
A | mire your  wildorn, rperge  C our happinels for 

| nn as 'Are' you loth co for hoſe finfall -de- 

+ Gghts, you mult needs fo wr you oaks 
| Propare >your ſelves: ro ie in the Lord? Bar'is 
"a any compariſon, berwixc theſe pleaſures of 
"Which axe-"buc for « ſeaſon, and choſe: pure, 
and exerlalting jor are: above 2 ho 


us then comemm' the frowns, and trample upon = 

thetnoſt inticing allurements, of the Devil and 
the-World, 4h& reſolve to be ſtedfaſt and wnmove- 
able; dl iligent and abounding, in the work of the Lord. 
304. fa: Pop pon you, -by the motives 
nd. of the Text, and by this infttice 
reality before- you; thar you would fe 
7 He the, t male baſt to WAH yd 

nents. - To day thew;; ve whilſt it; is; called 

ry: let's bray and! obty the voice of Gad hes 
not dare to'harden or hearts this'one day" *mote, 

for who keotas what « day may bring forth #: If you + 

will not know in this your day the things that" The "Y 
"ny ante your prom, Four: RE peacrand  * 
_— for ought you kiow, they nity khemds. © | 
be bit [from your" wes for ever.” ” OÞ! Mar "2 
we wire wiſe; that-wa dich confided. dun-latter end 1 
- and /o nunber our days, as eftetually to apply our © 
bearts unto that holy and heavenly Wiſdom whilſt we 
live here, which may in the end bring us to' everlaſt- + 
ing life, to the Bleſſed Reſt and the Glorious Re- F 
ward of thoſe that live and die in the Lond: 
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him #-- Do- he Commandments of Goltſeera * 
' {xſevory/to you ? - Bur can you chink: chemi"(o, | 


 whilſt-you' have reſpet} wnto the 7 of tht 
wed? Will not Heaven make 2 EY 
. ends for-all > Will nox. the Bleſodueſs of the | 
Dead abundancly our all che difficulties of 1 
*aholy" Life? - Are you the World fhould _ 


:  ahſs-and perforum you, you: ſhould beirtue 
4 L. t6 2God-:and'- your Conſcience, and - lead a 
: — Wirtuous and a Chriſtian life Bur why ſhould 
; you? . There -is-a da 
”  andicis nor far off, when, if you do but cadure 
4 | nn ell chen;: you: ſhall be. exaled a- 
piper of ae of gay mea, men, hothalls 
wildom, an for 
| re yer es or ers infull -de- 
-: Gight: /\you muſt nets forlake, if pou would 
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Spoon frowns, and trample upon 
emoſt inticing allurements, of the Devil and 

World, 4hg refobve to be ſtedfaſ? and wnmove- 
Mi vent and abounding, im the —_ the Lord. 
doch. now-call you, by the motives 
rgumne: of the Tee, and by this inſtahee 
-before- you;; thar you would'ne 


I, 
8 


«7 the time, hut make his 
Fi ha SY : 


nadn. and obey the voice of Gady ker'as - 
not dare to harden vir hearts this'one dy irn 


for who keows what « day may: bring: forth #: i eons 
hos not know in this 2915 ob the ig pence that be- 


T7 —_— <; | '# 
be bit fr from wh pri w_ _ 15307 Bk I 
wire 155/e; thet wa (dic ronſide? aun latter.end ! © 


fd our days, as efteQtuall to apply our I 
hearts unto that holy and heavenly Wiſdom whilſt we” © 
live here, which may in the end bring us to everlaſt- - © 
ing life, 'to the Bleſſed Reſt and the Glorious Re- * AY 
ward of thoſe that live and die in the- TE 

Amen. 
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